Understanding and Evaluating IRB Effectiveness

U.S. Federal regulations designed to protect human research subjects have been in place for several decades now, but there has been little scrutiny of the regulatory system’s overall success in protecting human subjects. This panel seeks to move beyond the use of regulatory compliance as a measure of IRB success, to examine the broader question of how the research community should think about IRB effectiveness and assess IRB competency and quality. What should and should not be the pertinent metrics, and is there any data? Is IRB review still value-added, given burgeoning administrative costs and criticisms of the current system? Panel presentations will be followed by open SACHRP discussion.
