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March 24, 2005

Cristina V. Beato, M.D. 
Acting Assistant Secretary for Health

Director, National Vaccine Program

Department of Health and Human Services

200 Independence Avenue, SW, Rm. 716G

Washington, DC  20201

RE:  NVAC – February 8-9, 2005 meeting

Dear Dr. Beato:

Let me first take this opportunity to express the Committee’s appreciation for your participation in the February 2005 National Vaccine Advisory Committee (NVAC) meeting.  The vaccine shortage we experienced during this year’s influenza season has help bring much of our work to the forefront and we are excited by the recent progress made, particularly in the areas of vaccine supply and pandemic planning.  We look forward to continuing to serve as advisors to you and the Department on these and other issues.

On the first day of our two-day meeting, we received: 1) a summary of the recent 2nd NVAC Workshop on Strengthening the Supply of Vaccines in the U.S. (summary report attached);
2) a progress report on establishing pediatric vaccine stockpiles; 3) reports from the field regarding the influenza vaccine shortage this season, documenting strengths and opportunities for improvement of cooperation with great bearing on a potential pandemic event; 4) an update on the current status of avian flu; and 5) a look forward to next year’s influenza season.  As a result, we obtained full committee passage of the following two new resolutions:

· The NVAC directs the NVPO to conduct a critical comprehensive after-action report of all aspects of each year's national influenza vaccination program. This report should include, but not be limited to, assessments by the CDC, ASTHO, CSTE, the ACIP, vaccine manufacturers, the National Influenza Vaccine Summit and representatives of providers and the public. Lessons learned as well as items for improvement should be featured. The results should be completed before the annual June meeting of the NVAC and should be subsequently delivered to the Assistant Secretary for Health and interested parties.

· The NVAC establish a working group to explore the legislative and regulatory changes that would be required to allow licensure of vaccines licensed for use in other industrialized countries in order to meet vaccine needs in the US. The working group should provide recommendations back to NVAC at its September 2005 meeting.

The Vaccine Safety & Communication Subcommittee received a presentation by Dr. Gina Mootrey, Acting Director of the Epidemiology and Surveillance Division of the NIP, evaluating the reports produced by the Institute of Medicine’s Immunization Safety Review Committee (ISRC).  Data were reviewed of a recent NIP conducted survey of stakeholders, practitioners, pediatricians, and state immunization program managers about how the reports are meeting the needs of both the CDC and NIH.  The surveys suggested that the reports were very useful to the CDC, NIH, and stakeholders, but were less so for practitioners and immunization program mangers.  It was generally perceived that the usefulness and impact for the public might be enhanced by stressing the ISRC’s independence, distributing the reports more widely, and adding plain language summaries.

The Immunization Coverage & Future Vaccines Subcommittees held a joint meeting to continue the planning of a National Stakeholder Meeting on Strategies to Increase the Uptake of New Vaccines for Adolescents, scheduled for June 2-3, 2005.  The goals of this meeting will be to identify approaches that will 1) most effectively and efficiently increase the proportion of adolescents who receive newly recommended vaccines, and 2) ways to integrate immunization approaches with adolescent health, education, and development programs.

Day two also contained many important and informative reports.  Of particular interest were a presentation by Dr. Matthew Davies, of the University of Michigan, regarding insurance coverage of vaccines and a joint presentation by Dr. Jim Alexander (CDC) and Dr. Stephen Cochi (CDC) on current efforts towards global polio eradication and the status of U.S. and Global Vaccine Stockpiles.  Dr. Charles Rupprecht (CDC) provided a report on the current status of rabies vaccine supplies in the U.S.

The Committee also received a very informative presentation by a team of HHS, CDC, and FDA staff members, regarding the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Public Health Emergency Preparedness’ IND Influenza Vaccine Shortage Program.  

Last, but not least, valuable agency and committee updates were presented by: NIP/ACIP (Dr. Steve Cochi - CDC), ACCV/DVIC (Dr. Geoff Evans - HRSA), and FDA/VRBPAC (Dr. Norman Baylor – FDA/CBER).

Feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have in regard to our last NVAC meeting.  The next NVAC meeting is scheduled for June 7-8, 2005.  We hope you will be able to join us.

Sincerely yours,
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Charles M. Helms, M.D., Ph.D.

Chairman, National Vaccine Advisory Committee
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