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July 27, 2004

Cristina Beato, M.D. 
Acting Assistant Secretary for Health and


Director, National Vaccine Program 

Department of Health and Human Services

200 Independence Avenue, SW, Rm. 716G

Washington, DC  20201

RE:  NVAC – June 1-2, 2004 meeting

Dear Dr. Beato:

Let me take this opportunity to express my appreciation for having been selected to succeed Dr. Georges Peter as Chair of the National Vaccine Advisory Committee (NVAC).  I’m very honored.  Dr. Peter has chaired NVAC during his term with care, skill and wisdom.  I’ll do my best to sustain that level of quality.

This letter is to review some of the highlights of the last NVAC meeting on June 1-2, 2004.  First, let me note that we welcomed four new members to NVAC.  The new members are Richard Raymond, MD, Chief Medical Officer, Nebraska Health and Human Services System; Gary Freed, MD, MPH, Director, Division of General Pediatrics, Department of Pediatrics and Communicable Diseases, University of Michigan Health Systems; David Johnson, MD, MPH, Director, Scientific and Medical Affairs, Aventis Pasteur; and Adele Young, PhD, Coordinator, Masters Degree Nurse Practitioner Tract, College of Nursing and Health Science, George Mason University.  Judging from the quality of participation of those able to attend in June, our new members will prove valuable additions to NVAC.  Also, we announced that Dr. Ann Arvin has succeeded Dr. Patricia Fast as Chair of the Future Vaccines Subcommittee.

In response to your challenging request during our February meeting, an Influenza Working Group was formed with three subgroups to identify high priority issues and recommendations for improvement of the national influenza immunization program.  The three subgroups have each met by telephone conference call, focusing on issues related to 1) Influenza Vaccine Research, Development and Production (Dr. Ann Arvin, Chair), 2) Influenza Vaccine Recommendations and Strategies (Dr. Jerome Klein, Chair), and; 3) Influenza Vaccine Delivery, Financing and Demand (Dr. Fernando Guerra, Chair).  

The subgroups presented progress reports at the June meeting.  Many key issues were under discussion in the subgroups, including: 

· increasing surveillance activities to directly measure disease burden and  vaccine effectiveness; 

· consideration of expanded vaccination recommendations, including universal immunization; 

· the development of alternative vaccine delivery strategies;

· consideration of ways to enhance demand for, and acceptance of, influenza immunization, including decreasing the cost and inconvenience of immunizations for members of the public and providers;

· potentially redefining and expanding the “medical home” for influenza vaccination to include non-traditional sites such as the workplace and retail locations; 

· improving insurance coverage for immunization through model legislation;

· reducing financial barriers to vaccination by focusing on people who are under or uninsured;

· consideration of a DHHS-wide evaluation of the influenza research program to assure appropriate harmony with the needs and priorities of the influenza prevention and control program; 

· consideration of a cross-agency review with a focus on production and delivery technologies;

· evaluating approaches that can improve protection, and, with pandemic preparedness in mind, decrease the amount of antigen needed in each dose of vaccine, and; 

· consider additional research into the development of a new vaccine that could provide protection against mutating strains, potentially decreasing the need for annual revaccination.

Comments on the reports were received from the NVAC as a whole and from its three standing subcommittees.  This summer, NVPO staff and the Influenza Working Group will begin drafting a report for review by NVAC at its October meeting. 

Additional topical presentations on influenza immunization supplied useful insights informing the efforts of the Influenza Working Group.  These included: an introduction to Ontario, Canada’s Universal Influenza Immunization Program and Canada’s Pandemic Plan (Dr. Arlene King – Health Canada), an update of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s READII initiative (Dr. Lance Rodewald – NIP), and a preview of the upcoming influenza season (Dr. Jeanne Santoli – NIP).

In anticipation of DHHS approval and dissemination of the DHHS Pandemic Influenza Preparedness and Response Plan and more intense public discussion, Dr. Ben Schwartz (NVPO) presented an overview of the current plan and identified areas where further discussion and input would be helpful.  Key areas of concern include the determination of an appropriate public/private purchase balance, prioritization of groups to receive vaccine and antivirals in the setting of a pandemic, and issues related to liability.  As you know, the Department’s pandemic influenza preparedness and response plan is currently awaiting final clearance and is expected to be released for public comment by early August.  When released for public comment, we will bring together a small group of NVAC members to lead the review and discussion at the October NVAC meeting.  NVAC is eager to respond to your request for comments on this important and highly anticipated national plan.

As is usual, the three NVAC Subcommittees held meetings in which the following activities took place, presentations were made and discussed, and next steps considered:

· The Vaccine Safety and Communication Subcommittee received a presentation from Dr. Daniel Salmon, Dr. Larry Moulton, and Dr. Neal Halsey of the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health proposing the creation of an independent vaccine safety board, fashioned after the National Transportation Safety Board and based on the National Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences 1983 recommendation to maintain a distinction between risk management and risk assessment considerations.

· The Vaccine Coverage Subcommittee focused their meeting on adolescent vaccine coverage, facilitated by a presentation by Dr. Daniel Fishbein (NIP).  The subcommittee will present a report for improving adolescent immunization rates at the October NVAC meeting.

· The Future Vaccines Subcommittee received an overview of a recent workshop on enteric vaccines (rotavirus, E. coli, and Shigella) by Dr. Barbara Mulach (NIAID).  The subcommittee will be focusing on potential approaches to new influenza vaccines.

Other NVAC Working Group activities that are ongoing and important include:

· Vaccine Financing: Chaired by Dr. Alan Hinman (Former NIP and NVPO Director and NVAC member), the working group held a two-day public stakeholders forum in response to last years IOM Report (Financing Vaccines in the 21st Century: Assuring Access and Availability) on June 28-29, 2004.  A report is being prepared for presentation at the October 2004 NVAC meeting.

· Public Participation in Vaccine Decision Making: The working group, chaired by NVAC member Ruth Katz (Dean, George Washington University School of Public Health and Health Services) is currently planning a two-day meeting to discuss ways to enhance public participation in vaccine/immunization policy development.

Additionally, NVAC received and discussed other reports including the IOM Report on Vaccines and Autism (Dr. Marie McCormick – Harvard School of Public Health and Chair of the IOM Vaccine Safety Review Committee), the smallpox vaccine supply in the Strategic National Stockpile (Dr. Jerome Donlan - OASPE), and the Prevnar pneumococcal conjugate vaccine supply (Dr. Gregory Wallace – CDC).  

Last, but not least, valuable agency and committee updates were presented by NIP/ACIP (Dr. Steve Cochi-CDC), NVICP (Dr. Geoff Evans-HRSA) ACCV (Ms. Jackie Noyes – former ACCV Chair and NVAC liaison), FDA/VRBPAC (Dr. Gary Overturf – University of Mexico and VRBPAC Chair and NVAC liaison), NIH/NIAID (Dr. George Curlin – NIAID and NVAC ex-officio), and CMS (James Randolph – CMS and NVAC ex-officio).

Feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have in regard to our last NVAC meeting.  The next NVAC meeting is scheduled for October 8, 2004.  We hope you will be able to join us.

Sincerely yours,
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Charles M. Helms, M.D., Ph.D.

Chairman, National Vaccine Advisory Committee
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